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Worg (centre) receives 4 memento from Ng while Loo looks on.

SMESs urged to explore options to drive productivity, reduce costs

small medium enterprises
(SMEs) to explore eptions to
drive productivity and reduce

operational costs.
He said SMEs are the backbone of
m.lnl

the country'seconomy.
for 97 per cent of businesses in the
country.

“The onus is on the SMEs
to embrace digitisation and e
commerce. You can unlock more
business opportunities through
those assets in the digital
world,” he said at the opening
of the inaugural Malaysian
Entrepreneurs Festival (TMEF)

here yesterday
TMEF founder and president Ng
Eng Heng and vice-president Amy

Loo were also present.

Wong, who is also Second
Finance Minister, said since
2000 when the Internet became
widespread. people had become
more connected via digital
technology

“Software usage has grown fast
and today we have software as a
service where one can use it for
applications.”

Wong said digital technology
connects the world and affects
the ways how businesses operate
nowadays.

“Itisthusessentialforthe SMEsto
digitise their businesses, embrace
the 10T (Internet of Things). use
social media to position their
businesses, e-commerce to sell,
online banking or system to
deliver transactions.”

Iran to face ‘strongest
sanctions in history’ — US A1

>

LeBron scores 44 to
lead Cavs over Boston,
leve! series 20

Wong said digital economy and
e-commerce are also the two main
focus of the state govermment to
spearhead ity economy and to
provideopportunitiesforthe people

to improve thelr entrepreneurship
and standard of living

He said SME industries in
Sarawak also play a significant
role in the economic development
that contributes significantly to
the socio-econom ic development
of the people through the creation
of jobs.

“On top of that, Sarawak
SMEs which comprise the
highest percentage of business
entrepreneurs and are at the top in
terms of numbers, are important
contributors in driving the
state’s economic growth™ he
added.
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SIBU: Digital economy and € — c ommerce are the two main thrusts of the Sarawak Government to
spearhead the economy and give people the opportunity to enhance their entrepreneurship and their
standard of living. Minister of International Trade and E-Commerce Dato Sri Wong Soon Koh said that
he welcomed the Malaysian Entreprenuers Festival (TMEF) to Sarawak to support small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) entrepreneurs to help drive the growth of the SME entrepreneurs and accelerates
economic growth of the state and country. S New Sarawak Trib. ..
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"SMEs industry in Sarawak plays an important role in economic development that contributes
significantly to the socio-economic development of the people through job opportunities, market
opportunities, generate income, and most importantly, Sarawak SMEs comprise the highest percentage
of business enterprises and are ranked at the top of the country in terms of the number of SMEs.

Ee the first of your friends to like this
It is an important contributor to the growth of the state’s economic growth.

"Since 2000, when the Internet is widespread, pecple are able to communicate using digital
technology. Software usage is increasing and today we can use software or applications and pay at a
very reasonable price, "he said.

Wong said this at SME Business Talk 2018 which was organised by TMEF at a hotel in Sibu on
Tuesday. He said managing the business is just a few steps away and everything went successfully.

keep in touch with the business system and operate according to your instructions. "Therefore, it is
time for you to learn to use digital technology to connect your business in all sectors,” he said.

Also present at the programme were TMEF's Founder president Mg Eng Heng and TMEF's vice
president Amy Loo.
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PENGHARGAAN: Wong menerima cenderamata daripada Ng (kiri) selesai majlis tersebut
sambil diperhatikan Amy.
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SIBU: Menteri Perdagangan Antarabangsa dan E-Perdagangan Dato Sri Wong Soon Koh mahu Perusahaan Keeil
dan Sederhana (PKS) meneroka peluang bahara bagi meningkatkan produktiviti dan pada masa yang sama
mengurangkan kos operasi.

Weong berkata, PKS adalah tulang belakang untuk pertumbuhan ekonemi negara dan jumlah usahawan dalam
sektor berkenaan semakin bertambah di mana kini 97 peratus daripada perniagaan di Malaysia adalah PKS.

“PKS kini di era pendigitalan dan melahirkan e-dagang.

“Bagi anda yang mempunyai idea produk atan perkhidmatan yang menarik untuk diniagakan di Internet kini
boleh menggunakan landasan (teknologi digital) itu,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian semasa merasmikan The Malaysian Entrepreneurs Festival (TMEF) di sebuah hotel di
sini, semalam.

Antara vang hadir termasuk pengasas TMEF Presiden Ng Eng Heng dan Naib Presiden Amy Loo.

Weong, juga Menteri Kewangan Kedua, berkata sejak tahun 2000 apabila penggunaan Internet semakin meluas,
masyarakat semakin berhubung melalui teknologi digital.

Menurut beliau, teknologi digital juga membuka peluang kepada usahawan muda untuk membuka minda serta
pendedahan berguna kepada perniagaan mereka supaya lebih inovatif.

Malah ujarnya, kemajuan teknologi digital juga dapat memajukan negara setanding negara maju dengan syarat
usaha yang dilakukan mendapat kekuatan dan kerjasama semua pihak.

“Peranti pintar dan media sosial mengubah dan mempengaruhi operasi perniagaan di negara ini serta di
peringkat global,” njar beliau.

Bercakap lanjut, Wong turut menjelaskan bahawa teknolegi digital antara pemacu kukuh untuk syarikat
meningkatkan daya saing dan melakukan perubahan dalam ekonomi moden.

Katanya, teknologi digital seperti telefon pintar, peranti, media sosial dan alat berasaskan web mengubah dan
mempengaruhi operasi perniagaan sama ada dalam negara atau di peringkat global.

& oleh Andy Sabang
Kategory Sarawak



)

[¥3Bernama S5 Ront noa|:

BERNAMA Malay | English | Mandarin | Arabic | Espafiol
y

# GENERAL+ BUSINESS+ POLITICS+ SPORTS+ FEATURES+ WORLD+ MICRO SITE+ E-NEWSLETTER WEBT

Sarawak SMEs urged to embrace digitisation, e-commerce
Last update: 22/05/2018  f lw]els]+]

SIBU, May 22 (Bernama) - The small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) in Sarawak have been urged to embrace digitisation and
embark on e-commerce to unlock more business opportunities in
the current digital world.

Minister of International Trade and E-commerce Datuk Seri Wong
Soon Koh said apart from ensuring their competitiveness and
survival, the move would help boost the growth of the SME
community and accelerate the state and country’s economic
growth.

“It is time to learn how to make use of this digital technology to
connect your business in all sectors and open up new digital
processes that could ease your business pressure and grow your
business using the digital superhighway.”

"Digital technology makes the world connected, it affects the
ways how businesses operate nowadays. This is an essential
timing for the SMEs to digitise businesses, embrace the loT or Internet of Things, use social media to position your businesses, e-
commerce to sell, and online banking or system to deliver transaction or even tax submission," he said.

Wong said this when he officially opened TMEF SME Business Talk 2018 here today.
He said the SME industries in Sarawak played a significant role in the economic development that contributed significantly to the

socio-economic development of the people through the creation of jobs, enhancement of market opportunities and generation of
income.....



